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FIH announces Loughborough University as Innovation Partner 

 Loughborough University to help develop a new complementary game  

 Loughborough University to provide advice and research in the development of FIH’s 2014-

2024 strategy 

April 5th, 2014: The International Hockey Federation (FIH) announced today Loughborough University 
as its official Innovation Partner. The partnership will deliver significant added value to the FIH as 
well as driving innovation in the sport of hockey. The FIH will look to utilise the significant expertise 
and resource of Loughborough University to proactively driver its strategic objectives and expand its 
delivery capability.  The announcement of this partnership puts the FIH at the forefront of pioneering 
leaders in this field as the only International Federation to have a dedicated Innovation Centre. 

A key project of the partnership will be to work towards the development of a new and dynamic, 

entertainment-focussed complementary game designed to help hockey reach new markets.  

The highly-acclaimed School of Business and Economics will also be a key contributor and will assist 
the FIH to develop a strategic ten-year plan that will run from 2014 to 2024. Today’s announcement 
follows from the FIH’s recent decision to change the game from two halves to four quarters, a move 
which will improve the quality and flow of the game in time for the Rio 2016 Olympic Games. 

FIH CEO Kelly Fairweather said, “We are delighted to enter into this Innovation Partnership with such 

a well-respected and talented organisation. I have been incredibly impressed by the scale and 

standard of design innovation and insight research on offer, matched by the high levels of staff 

dedication and talent. I am really looking forward to working with Loughborough University to 

develop our sport to reach more people.” 

Loughborough University will provide expertise from their Sports Development Centre; Sport 

Technology Institute; School of Sport, Health and Exercise Sciences; School of Business and 

Economics, as well as their Design School to help the FIH improve hockey for both players and fans.  

Loughborough University is renowned for sport. Much of this reputation has been built on academic 

excellence, delivering on research and innovation with an extensive range of sporting bodies 

including Olympic and Paralympic committees, commercial brands, national governing bodies and 

international federations. 

Peter Keen, Director of Sport at Loughborough University said: “Naturally I am delighted that we will 

be working in partnership with the International Hockey Federation (FIH). I believe this agreement to 

provide our knowledge and expertise across a wide range of academic disciplines will enhance the 

sport of hockey and increase interest globally. 
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“This agreement is timely for us as we look we look to extend our reputation 

for sport at Loughborough.  Working in partnership with such a progressive 

world governing body will undoubtedly help us to raise our international 

profile and further build our association with such a significant global and 

Olympic sport.” 

As part of the successful recent event assignment process for the Hockey World Cups in 2018, 
bidders were given the opportunity to introduce a global partner to the FIH. England Hockey saw the 
fit between where FIH are aiming to take hockey and the strategic direction of Loughborough 
University.  

Sally Munday, CEO of England Hockey said, “We’re delighted to have facilitated this partnership 

between the FIH and Loughborough University as part of our winning bid to host the Women’s World 

Cup in 2018. I have no doubt that the FIH will benefit hugely from the expertise at Loughborough 

University which has been such a hub for sporting excellence and development for so many years 

now. The FIH clearly has an open mind with regards positive developments and innovation to help 

drive the sport forward, so this should be a very exciting partnership for hockey.” 

//ENDS// 

For more information please contact: 

Ali Lee, FIH Communications Coordinator, ali.lee@fih.ch, +41 (0) 21 641 0637 

Rob Knott, Loughborough University PR Manager, r.a.knott@lboro.ac.uk, +44 (0) 1509 228686 

About Loughborough University  

Loughborough is one of the UK’s leading universities, with an international reputation for research 

that matters, excellence in teaching, strong links with industry, and unrivalled achievement in sport 

and its underpinning academic disciplines. 

It was awarded the coveted Sunday Times University of the Year title in 2008-09 and has been named 

Sports University of the Year 2013-14 by The Times and Sunday Times. Loughborough is consistently 

ranked in the top twenty of UK universities in the Times Higher Education’s ‘table of tables’ and has 

been voted England's Best Student Experience for six years running in the Times Higher Education 

league. In recognition of its contribution to the sector, Loughborough has  

been awarded seven Queen's Anniversary Prizes. 

In 2015 the University will open an additional academic campus in London’s  

new innovation quarter. Loughborough University in London, based on the Queen  

Elizabeth Olympic Park, will offer postgraduate and executive-level education, as well  

as research and enterprise opportunities. 
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About England Hockey 

England Hockey is the national governing body for hockey in England. It is responsible 

for the governance and development of the sport in England. It has already secured the 

EuroHockey Championships for August 2015 which will be held in London at Lee Valley 

Hockey and Tennis Centre, an Olympic legacy facility. England Hockey recently won the 

right to host to three FIH events: Women’s Champions Trophy 2016, Hockey World 

League Semi-Finals 2017 and the Women’s Hockey World Cup in 2018, all to be played 

at Lee Valley Hockey and Tennis Centre.  England Hockey is also the ‘nominated country’ 

for Great Britain. Consequently, it is responsible for preparing the Great Britain hockey 

teams for the Olympic Games, on behalf of and with the support of the other home 

nations, Scotland and Wales. For more information visit www.englandhockey.co.uk.  

About the International Hockey Federation (FIH) 

The International Hockey Federation (FIH) is the world governing body for the sport of hockey, 

recognized by the International Olympic Committee (IOC). Founded in 1924, FIH today has 127 

member National Associations. For further information about FIH, please visit us at: 

www.fih.ch        

www.youtube.com/fihockey     

www.twitter.com/fih_hockey   

www.facebook.com/fihockey 
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